
CDE COMMUNICATION

· From parent, Leah
Fri 12/22/2017, 1:08 PManthes_k@cde.state.co.us;
Hi Mrs. Anthes,
I am reaching out for clarification on the READ assessment for the READ act. Will you please confirm
that this is or is not a state mandated assessment. I also ask if a legal parental guardian has the legal
right to opt their child in or out of participating in this assessment.
Thank you so very much for your time and attention to this matter. I am pleased with our Colorado
Public Education system and I thank you in advance for your response.
Thank you,
Leah 

· Anthes, Katy &lt;anthes_k@cde.state.co.us&gt;
Fri 12/22/2017, 1:57 PM to Leah, Dana
(smith_d@cde.state.co.us);Colsman, Melissa (Colsman_M@cde.state.co.us)
Hi Leah,
Thanks for reaching out. The READ Act is a state mandated policy. However, there are multiple
different approved types of assessments that districts can select from.
Here is a short fact sheet on the READ act that may help you.
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/2014readfactsheet
Also, here is our website with a lot of information about the READ act.
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy
I am CCing some of my team members on the READ Act team, that may be able to add to this answer.
However, many of our team mates are out for the holiday—so we may need to get back with you with
more information after the holiday.
Best,
Katy

· From: Colsman, Melissa
Sent: Wednesday, December 27, 2017 6:00:57 PM UTC

To: Anthes, Katy; Leah 
Cc: Leah; Smith, Dana
Subject: RE: Question regarding one of assessments

Melissa Colsman
Dear Leah,
Thank you for your question and your patience waiting for my response. This is an interesting
area as the reading assessments required by the Colorado READ Act are technically not “state
assessments” in that they are not designed by nor funded by the state. That said, parents are
within their rights to request their child not be assessed.

The department does not recommend such action for two important reasons. First, by asking a
child’s teacher to not assess a child in reading, the teacher will lose the ability to have important
information he or she needs to best meet the child’s instructional needs. This limits the type of
support the child’s teacher can provide. Second, by not assessing a child in reading, extra
instructional resources that could be provided to the child may be lost.

The Colorado READ Act passed in 2012 with the purpose of ensuring all children read at grade-
level by the end of the third grade. This is an important milestone for a child’s future success in
school. The READ Act focuses on identifying reading difficulties early so that teachers can
effectively provide additional instruction to bring students up to grade level as quickly as
possible. For students in need of assistance in reading, the READ Act provides resources to
schools to assist with additional instruction and requires parent involvement in any instructional
or retention decisions that a teacher makes.

Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

Kind regards,
Melissa
MelissaColsman, Ph.D.
Associate Commissioner
Student Learning

----------------------------
· From:  Leah 
Sent: Tue 4/17, 7:04 AM
Colsman, Melissa (Colsman_M@cde.state.co.us)
Good Morning Dr. Colsman,
You had emailed me back in December in regards to my question about opting out of the READ
Act Assessments. Thank you for your reply and clarification on that issue.
Can you tell me the steps I need to take as the legal parental guardian of my biological child, to
opt her out of the READ Act Assessments?
Do I need to work directly with the District on this or is this an issue that needs to be addressed
at the State level?
Thank you so much for your time.
Sincerely,
Leah 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Colsman, Melissa &lt;Colsman_M@cde.state.co.us&gt;
Mon 4/23, 10:10 AM  To: Leah
Good morning    ,
My apologies for not responding to your message right away. I was out last week for a vacation.
As I noted in our correspondence in December, READ Act Assessments are not considered “state
assessments” under the law that allows parents to opt their children out of the CMAS assessments.
Each district sets their own policies regarding parent requests to opt their children out of other
assessments. You should contact your school district regarding the district policy.
Please let me know if you have further questions.
Kind regards,
Melissa
Melissa Colsman, Ph.D.
Associate Commissioner
Student Learning
-------------------------
· From: Leah 

Tue 4/24, 9:35 AM
Colsman, Melissa (Colsman_M@cde.state.co.us)
Hi Dr. Colsman,
Thank you for your reply. There has been some confusion on who exacty I speak to on these
opt out policy issues. I have indeed spoke to the District. They told me I cannot opt out because
even though the assessments they use to fulfill the READ Act which ARE in fact listed under
approved state assessments(Dibels, NWEA) on the CDE website, the District was using these
assessments prior to them becoming state approved assessments.
I have attached your first email to me in which you did say the READ Act assessments are not
technically state assessments because of their design and funding. Parents are within their rights
to request their child not be assessed.
So my question to you is, I know legally I can opt out of the READ Act, but when a District
refuses my right to do so, what is the next step?

Thank you so much for your time.
Leah 
------------------------------------------------

· Colsman, Melissa &lt;Colsman_M@cde.state.co.us&gt;
To: Leah
Tue 4/24, 1:37 PM
Hello ,
I know this is a bit confusing—I’m sorry for that. You may request to opt your child out of a state
assessment (as defined in state law as the CMAS assessments). By law, districts must comply with such a
request. You may also request to opt your child out of other assessments. However, there is no law
that requires districts to comply with requests beyond the state assessment (i.e., CMAS). The decision
to comply with these requests is up to the district according to the local policies that it develops.
Melissa
Melissa Colsman, Ph.D.
Associate Commissioner
Student Learning
----------------------------

· Condie, John &lt;Condie_J@cde.state.co.us&gt;
Thu 4/19/2018 8:25 To: Leah
Dear   ,
Thank you for your patience for me to respond back to you. I took the time to receive some
information with other CDE staff.
The parent excuse included in CO legislation is specific to “one or more of the state
assessments administered pursuant to section 22-7-1006.3&lt;tel:22-7-1006.3&gt;”.
Those assessments are specific to CMAS (state assessments in reading, writing, math, science,
and social studies) and PSAT/SAT.
It is left up to the local school district to determine opt-out policies and procedures for any other
assessments and tests such as daily tests, chapter tests, NWEA MAPS, DIBLES, etc.
In the phone conversation with me you said that you understood the need and usage of the
various assessments and tests for your own child and for the school. It seemed to me that your
chief concern was in data security. If that is your main concern, I encourage you to talk to the
school district’s assessment coordinator or the superintendent and share your concern. They
can provide specific information to you to address your questions.
Thank you.
—-John
Sent from my iPhone
John Condie
Field Services Manager for the Northwest, Pikes Peak and West Central Regions
District and School Performance
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